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Machines may be classified according to their method of working into
three categories.

(i) "PF.V." or Fixed-value, which have the frank die in a single piece, so
that for each value the machine can print a wholly distinct die is needed,
but the townmark and slogan dies, if any, are usually common to all values
on the machine. These machines, the earliest, could however often print
only a single value.

(ii) "L.V." or Limited Value, which have a single frank die without any
indication of value and having an aperture into which any one of a limited
nunber of value segrents can be inserted from the inside of the machine by
the operation of a lever or dial, again, they have a single townmark and
slogan dies.

(iii) "M.V." or Multi-value, to which the description of "L.V." applies in
the main, but the value is built up on the numbering-machine principle from
separate digits, so that the machine can print any miltiple of 1 up to a
limit dependent on the nuwber of separately movable series of digits, most
machines also have the last digit consisting of either % or nothing.

British machines are mostly "3-bank". printing all values from 00%
to 99% or 1 to 999 or they are 4-bank, printing all values from 000} to
999%. Before decimal currency was introduced these linits were usually
14 (0/0%) to 9/11% or 0/0% to 99/11%; the "10" and "l1" pence each form a
single digit and £ figures were not used. S»me machines are restricted to
a lower limit tnen the theoretical maximum and many machines do not show
a zere, or indeed anything else, when the first figure is not required.

The British regulations, following those of the U.P.U., require all
meter impressions to be printed in red, other colours have been uged in
error for short periods. The use of black for the townmark portion of some
of the earliest machines was not an error.

Guined slips on which meter stamps are printed for attachment to
parcels or packets too large to pass through the machine ray be either
“Tapes" or "Labels" according to the type of machine.

"Papes™ are pieces froma roll of specially-produced peper, usually
having a background pattern overall, which is held in the iwachine by a
special attachuent and franked by the meter before separation.

"Labels" are pre-cut pieces of paper, just large enough to bear the
complete meter impression, supplied either individually or in pads, which
are franked by the meter like an ordinary envelope or card before being
affixed to the parcel or packet.

Originally the Post Office required that meter "tapes" and "labels™
should be printed before use with either the name and address or town and
identification nuuber of the user, but this requirement has now been
abolished.




